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“To act justly, To love tenderly and To walk humbly with our God” 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5th April 2018 
DIARY DATES 

 
 
 

Thursday 12 April 
Yr 1 & Yr 6 Mass 

 

Friday 13 April 
Last day of Term 1 

 

Monday 30 April 
Term 2 Begins 

ANZAC Ceremony 
 

Friday 4 May 
Games-A-Thon 

 

Monday 7 May 
Mothers’ Day Stall 

 

Tuesday 8 May 
Diocesan Cross 

Country, Eastern Crk 
 

Wednesday 9 May 
Mothers’ Day:  
Prayer 10.00am 

Devonshire Tea 10.30am 
 

Eucharistic Parent 
Information Meeting 

7.30pm 
 

Thursday 10 May 
Year 6 in Canberra 

 

Eucharist Parent 
Information Meeting, 

7.30pm 
 

Friday 11 May 
Year 6 in Canberra 

 

Sat/Sun 12/13 May 
Eucharist Enrolment 

Mass 
 

Sunday 13 May 
Mothers’ Day 

 

Tues-Thurs 15-17 May 
NAPLAN Testing 

Years 3 & 5 
 

Thursday 24 May 
Our Lady Help of 

Christians Feast Day 
Mass 

 

Friday 25 May 
DISCO 

 

Wednesday 30 May 
School Photo Day 
Winter Uniforms 

 

Monday 11 June 
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 

Monday 18 June 
Athletics Carnival 

Dear	Parents,	Carers,	Students	&	Friends,	  

Some of you may know the story about the man who climbs out onto the 
roof of his house to escape rising floodwaters. A fellow in a rowboat comes 
past and asks him to get in. The man acknowledges but refuses the offer 
with the words, “I’m OK. God will save me.”  
 
The waters continue to rise forcing him to the top of a chimney. A helicopter hovers 
and lowers a rope ladder to the man. Again, the man acknowledges but refuses the 
offer with the words, “I’m OK. God will save me.”  
 
The man drowns. He meets God and asks, “Why didn’t You save me?”  
God replies, “I sent you a boat and a helicopter. You refused both.”  
 
Hindsight is a wonderful thing. God is present in every moment of our life. However, we 
are not always open to recognising ‘the signs’ of His presence. We often ask, “Why?’ 
of God. In Matthew 27:45-46, even Jesus asked His Father: ‘Why have You forsaken 
Me?”  
 
God’s saving plan came to fruition with Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection, the 
story that unfolded through Holy Week. Yesterday the students completed the play 
‘That We Might Live’ as we remembered Jesus’ Resurrection and celebrate a new 
beginning.  
 
Our faith requires us to remember all that comes our way – the good and the 
challenging is part of God’s saving plan for us. We are also asked to accept the 
invitation of Jesus to ‘Love One Another’. At that moment we change, we grow, simply 
because at that moment God is truly at work within us.  
 
May the joy of the Easter season remind us to look for Jesus in others … our 
neighbours, our friends and our relatives. May we always remember the great love 
Jesus showed for us, by dying on the cross. Let us all try to share this love, this hope 
and a ‘new heart’ through our words and actions. 
 

Jesus has given us new life 
Jesus has given us new hope 

Jesus has given us a  new heart 
 

As we come to the end of the first term, it is amazing to see how much we have 
accomplished in just eleven weeks. We have so much to be grateful for.  
 

I wish to extend my gratitude to all in our community who continue to work on a daily 
basis in ensuring that this school is a faith-filled place of nurturing and learning. Have a 
happy and safe holiday. The staff can’t wait to see everyone again for another super 
term of learning and fun!  
 

God Bless,  

Mrs. Sue Veling  
Principal  

  

MASS TIMES:  Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, Sunday 8.00am and 9.30am.  All welcome! 
 
	

 



OUR LADY OF THE WAY MISSION STATEMENT
 

Our	Lady	of	the	Way	is	a	Catholic	community	in	which	children,	teachers	
and	parents	nurture	a	sense	of	personal	worth	as	they	work	together	in	a	

safe,	happy,	challenging	and	faith-centred	learning	environment.
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR AWARD RECIPIENTS FOR TERM 1 WEEKS 8 & 9 

Martina Della Scala, Summer Clarke, Madison Fitzsimmons, Charlotte McDonald, Zac Welton, Cody Mortimer, 
Ella Grech, Dylan Andersen, Kosta Bouletos, Elara Layton, Will Pearson, Chase Hirsch, Archie King, Jessica Still, 
Hunter Grima, Emma-Lee Haines, Amara Frank, Kye Chapman, Edward Lennon, Mia Kuster, Ayden Pusko, Asha 
Morris, Toby Witjes, James Cremen, Jude Godfrey, Zoe Grech,  Iustinian Vasilescu, Jett Edwards, Ayrton Russell, 
Logan Noronha, Makaela Jarrett, Kristian Kohler, Ben Thomas, Gemma Lewandowki, Ethan Hughes, Benji Smith, 
Aiden Latty, Jett Levy, Abigail Byrne, Tanner Clark, Jake Thompson, Addison Riley, Jake Walsh, Carter Pereira, 
Jacob Thompson, Eli Smith, Chloe Luczak, Taylor Latham, Jade Elford, Larissa Stewart, Milaya Cleary. 

NAPLAN 2018 
National	Assessment	Program	for	Literacy	and	Numeracy	(NAPLAN)	testing	will	be	conducted	at	Our	Lady	of	
the	Way	 from	May	15-17,	2018	for	students	 in	Years	3	&	5.	All	tests	will	be	pen	&	paper.	Online	testing	for	
Catholic	schools	in	the	Parramatta	Diocese	will	begin	in	2019.	
	
	 Tuesday	15th	May	 Wednesday	16th	May	 Thursday	17th	May	
Year	3	 *	 Language	 Conventions	

(40	minutes)	
*	Writing	
(40	minutes)	

*	Reading	
(45	minutes)	

*	Numeracy	
(45	minutes)	

Year	5	 *	 Language	 Conventions	
(40	minutes)	
*	Writing	
(40	minutes)	

*	Reading	
(50	minutes)	

*	Numeracy	
(50	minutes)	

If	you	have	any	concerns	about	your	child	sitting	the	NAPLAN	testing,	please	speak	with	Mrs	Veling.	
 
MUNCH	‘N	CRUNCH		
Thank	you	 to	everyone	who	 supported	 the	Kindergarten	Munch	 ‘n	Crunch	 fundraiser.	Our	Kindergarten	parents	
provided	 lots	 and	 lots	 of	 yummy	 treats	 and	 raised	 over	 $457.	 The	 P&F	would	 like	 to	 thank	 everyone	 that	was	
involved	in	making	this	activity	such	a	success. 
 
 
 



JAPANESE STUDENTS 
The twenty students who visited from 

Japan had a wonderful time at our 
school. Thank you to the host families 

that provided accommodation and 
entertainment. It was a fantastic 

experience for everyone, particularly our 
children as they interacted with the 

students and communicated in 
Japanese.   This is an email received 

from Takashi Ushinohama, tour organiser from VS Oceania P/L – 
 
It is a heartfelt pleasure to write to you all and thank you for making the schooling experiences for our Japanese 
students such a success. Reports and responses from the Japanese School and students have testified to the success 
of the visit and express gratitude to all who have worked and adapted to make the visit happy, secure, memorable as 
well as educational. 
  
It is a wonderful opportunity for Japanese students to step outside of their indigenous culture and into the friendly 
embrace of Our Lady of the Way School and a privilege for them to make friends with Australian students of similar 
ages and so discover new ways of looking at the thoughts and experiences we all share. For many of the Japanese 
students this year’s Australian visit will be a landmark in their lives which they will remember and think about for years 
to come. 
  
Of course, our host families are also of the utmost importance to the visits and we say a big thank you to them also. 
  
For us adults who engage in the organisation and planning of the visits and the care of the students it is also an 
experience which bridges differences in languages and cultures and brings us all closer in appreciation and 
understanding. On behalf of VS Oceania, I am very grateful and hope that you think the same. Your contributions and 
adaptability are greatly appreciated. 
  
On behalf of all the Japanese visitors, schools and VS Oceania, I thank you all for your help and humour which made 
the visit successful.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
Takashi 
 
EASTER RAFFLE  
Thank	you	to	everyone	who	donated	eggs	and	baskets	for	the	Year	6	Easter	Raffle	and	participated	by	purchasing	
raffle	tickets.	Lots	and	lots	and	lots	of	children	won	eggs	in	the	raffle.	Year	6	raised	$924.60.	Congratulations	to	the	
following	major	prize	winners:	1st	prize	-	Lewis	Edwards;	2nd	Prize	–	Cremen	family;	3rd	Prize	–	Edward	Whylie.	
	
ANZAC DAY PRAYER 2018  
On the first day back at school – Monday 30th April, OLOW will hold an ANZAC Day service at 10:30am in 
the playground. Everyone is invited to attend. 
 
REMEMBRANCE WALL PLAQUES  
You can still be part of our ANZAC Remembrance Wall. Plaques can be purchased and inscribed for $50. One hundred 
and fifty bricks are available in total. Please contact Mrs Irvine at the office or Carolyn & Paul Burton for details.  
 
PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE SKOOLBAG APP 
Skoolbag is a free app that can be downloaded to your phone as a form of communication with the school. 
Skoolbag IS NOT a social media app. It is available from iTunes and Google Play. Just search for OLOW Emu 
Plains and you will see our school crest. All school notes and Newsletters are updated onto this site and you will 
receive an alert when something is uploaded or there is an important or urgent announcement.  
 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2019 KINDERGARTEN 
Enrolment packs are available to those families who intend to enrol any siblings of students already at Our Lady of the Way 
for Kindergarten in 2019. Please collect these packs from the office and return as soon as possible as this information will 
assist us in preparing for next year’s intake of students. We already have a large group of new families wishing to enrol in 
2019.  



MOTHERS’ DAY PRAYER & DEVONSHIRE TEA — WEDNESDSAY 9th MAY  
Mothers,	Grandmothers	and	Carers	are	invited	to	attend	our	2018	Mothers’	Day	Celebration.	This	
year,	we	begin	with	a	special	prayer	at	10am	followed	by	Devonshire	Tea	served	by	students	from	
McCarthy	College	at	10:30am.	
	

YEAR 6 CANBERRA OVERNIGHT EXCURSION 
Our	Year	6	students	are	off	for	their	annual	visit	to	the	nation’s	capital	–	Canberra	-	on	Thursday	10th	&	Friday	
11th	May.		We	are	very	lucky	to	have	Emma	Husar	MP	for	Lindsay	who	will	meet	the	students	at	Parliament	
House	and	present	them	with	two	new	flags	(Australian	&	Aboriginal).		
 
WINTER UNIFORM  
The	children	will	return	back	to	school	in	Term	2	on	Monday	30th	April	in	winter	uniform.	There	will	be	a	two-week	
change	 over	 if	 the	weather	 is	 still	 too	warm	 for	 children	 to	 return	 in	 winter	 uniform.	 By	Monday	 14th	May	 all	
children	will	be	expected	to	wear	their	full	winter	uniform.	The	correct	uniform	should	be	worn	at	all	times	in	order	
to	maintain	high	expectations.	If	for	any	reason,	a	child	is	unable	to	wear	any	part	of	the	correct	uniform,	a	note	
should	be	sent	to	the	child’s	teacher.		
	
The	school	hat	is	an	essential	item	of	school	uniform.	The	wearing	of	the	school	hat	is	compulsory	throughout	the	
year.	For	a	full	list	of	school	uniform	requirements,	please	refer	to	our	School	Website	or	the	Parent	Handbook. 
 
SCHOOL ZONES DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Ahead of the break at the end of Term 1, a reminder to all our parents that school zones remain in place for the safety of 
our children and families. 
School zones operate on all gazetted schools days, which are all d9999ays the school is open, even pupil free days. 

 
ATTENDANCE - EVERY LEARNER - EVERY DAY 

At Our Lady of the Way, we continue to promote student attendance. Thank you to our parents for the support 

and value that you place on your child being at school each day. Regular school attendance plays a critical role 

in ensuring that every student has access to the same learning opportunities. When students are not at school, 

are late to school or leave school early, they are missing out on so much that can impact on their future 

learning.  

Our school average this week is 89.3%, which is still below (but 

so so close) the CEDP target of 90%. Congratulations to 

Kindergarten, Year 4 and Year 6 who have again 

shown excellent attendance.  We love seeing all our 

students at school!  

Absence Explanation Note: If your child is away from 

school, a note explaining their absence is required within 7 days 

of returning to school. If no note is received the absence is recorded as ‘unexplained’. Parents can use the 

Skoolbag app to email an absence note to school.  

RETURN & EARN DROP OFF POINT @ OLOW 
Our Lady of the Way School has joined forces with the Return & Earn Container 
Collection at Blacktown and has been asked to participate in the ‘Scrap for Schools’ 
Program. This means we have been able to secure the school as a drop off and pick up 
point for recyclables. The school will have an account with the Blacktown collection 
point and all funds generated from recyclables collected from our school or dropped off 
by families at their facilities, will be paid into our account. The collection zone at 
school wil l  be avai lable from Term 2 via the Forbes Street entrance. In 
the meantime – start collecting those recyclables! 



 

LEARNING MATTERS 
Let’s celebrate our authors! 

 

The	Bridge	
A	narrative	by	Jake	Walsh	Yr	3	

	
After	 a	 game	 of	 football	 in	 the	 hot,	 afternoon	
sun	 Koala,	 Bilby	 and	 Kangaroo	 were	 heading	
home	to	the	forest.		They	chattered	all	the	way	
until	they	came	to	a	bridge	running	over	a	river	
of	 dangerous	 currents,	 but	 this	 was	 not	 the	
only	 danger.	 	 Little	 did	 the	 animals	 know,	
lurking	 beneath	 the	 waves	 was	 a	 hungry	
crocodile	waiting	for	his	lunch	to	cross…	
	
“Should	 we	 cross?	 It	 looks	 dangerous!”	 said	
Koala,	 who	 was	 scared	 of	 almost	 everything.		
He	was	 trembling	with	 fear	 as	he	 looked	over	
the	 bridge.	 	 Bilby,	 who	 was	 quite	 silly,	 was	
creeping	 behind	 Koala.	 	 “Boo!”	 said	 Bilby.	 “	
Aaaarrrrggghhhh!!!”	 screamed	 Koala	 with	
fright.		He	leapt	back	onto	the	bridge.		Out	shot	
Crocodile,	trying	to	snag	Koala	but	just	missing	
him.	“I’ll	get	you	next	time”	he	snapped.	
	
Bilby	 gasped	 “	 There’s	 a	 croc	 in	 this	 river!”		
Kangaroo	was	 very	 brave	 as	 he	 took	 Koala	 in	
his	 pouch	 and	 attempted	 to	 jump	 over	 the	
bridge.	 	Quick	as	 a	 flash,	Crocodile	 sprung	out	
of	 the	 water,	 forcing	 him	 to	 retreat.	 “We’re	
escaping	 with	 the	 tip	 of	 our	 tails,	 we	 need	 a	
plan!”	announced	Bilby.	
	
For	 about	 an	 hour	 the	 animals	 were	
brainstorming	 a	 way	 to	 cross	 the	 bridge	
without	being	lunch.	At	last	they	thought	of	an	
idea….	 “Are	 you	 sure	 this	 is	 a	 good	 idea?”	
questioned	 Koala.	 “Of	 course	 it	 is!”	 answered	
Bilby.	 Koala	 slowly	 walked	 onto	 the	 bridge.	
“Hhh…hey	 cr	 cr	 cr…crocodile,	 co	 co	 co	 come	
and	get	m	m	m…	me”	said	Koala,	horrified.		
	
As	 planned	 crocodile	 leapt	 out	 of	 the	 water,	
then	 Bilby’s	 plan	
literally	 sprung	 into	
action!		
	
Kangaroo	 jumped	
out	 of	 the	 tree	
kicking	 Crocodile	 in	
the	 face,	 as	
kangaroos	have	powerful	legs.	The	injured	croc	
fell	into	the	water	and	swam	away.	
	

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A 
SOCCER BALL 

A narrative by Jade Elford Yr 5 
 

As the blazing sun gleamed down onto the 
vivid rich terrace below, an abundance of tiny 
microscopic creatures came scurrying out of 
their perfect floral homes to glance at the 
beautiful sun that slipped over the horizon. 
Then it happened, just like that. The two 
ghastly bullies from Auckland came charging 
down onto the vibrant lawn squishing all the 
beautiful flowers and the creatures that lived 
in them. I almost had a heart attack when I 
saw them. They were like two truck-sized ugly 
brutes bolting down the lovely colourful hill. I 
attempted to roll away, but my rear-end was 
glued to the hard stony road. “Why was it so 
hard to move?” I thought faintly to myself. I 
had nowhere to go. I just had to escape�and 
now was my chance. I used up all the muscle, 
energy and air in my sphere shaped body to 
finally get enough momentum to roll along 
the dark stony road. 
 
It was a very bright and beautiful day (which 
is unusual) and all I could see were the 
contrasting colours of the world around me. 
“Come on, come on. Almost there!” that was 
all that was spiralling around my pea-sized 
brain.  
 
BANG! Straight into a solid brick wall.  
 
“Ow, that really hurt!” I hurriedly swivelled 
around to see Bobert and Robert right behind 
me. Boy what luck I am having today! 
 
Too late, by the time I had the chance to roll 
away, I was greeted with Bobert and Robert 
booting me to each other and then against the 
wall. Around and around I rolled. The world 
around me seemed like a swirling sensation.  
 
At this point I was filthy all over, but as I 
glanced down at myself I realised, I’m not a 
human being. I’m not a sphere-shaped 
whatever-you-call-it. I am a soccer ball. If I 
am a soccer ball that means that I am 



 

supposed to get kicked around and Bobert 
and Robert aren't the bullies, they just want to 
have fun and kick the ball around. 
 
The rest I’ll say is life. I 
went down in the 
history books for the 
ball played with the 
most in grand finals 
and Bobert and Robert, 
well they became my 
friends. 
 

Mars  
A	persuasive	text	by	Abbey	Flanagan	Yr	6	

What planet would you move to if Earth was 
to become uninhabitable? Mars, of course. 
Why? You might ask.  Mars has everything 
that is needed for life, it is right next to Earth, 
the temperature is perfect and  the landform is 
similar to Earth. Everybody should move to 
Mars if Earth was to become uninhabitable. It 
is a move you wouldn’t regret! 
 
Mars is located next to Earth, which means 
you are able to get there quickly! I don’t 
know about you, but less time in the air is 
best! The size of Mars will allow humans to 
live on the planet because there is enough 
room. Would you want to live all crammed 
together? I know I wouldn’t.  Although the 
diameter of Mars is smaller than Earth (half 
the size), many parts of Earth are 
uninhabitable, for example, 72% of the Earth 
is ocean. High up in the mountains there isn’t 
enough oxygen to live successfully. The 
location also is near Earth - only 54.6 million 
kilometres away.  That is much closer than 
Mercury, Venus, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus or 
Neptune.  I wouldn’t want to travel 4.3 billion 
kilometres to get to Neptune.  Imagine the 
cost of rocket transport there! All of the 
population of Earth needs to be able to live on 
Mars and it is the right size to be able to.  
Also if we all were to move planets it can’t be 
too far away like Uranus or Neptune.  Mars 
being right next to Earth is in the perfect 
position.  Therefore, Mars is positioned next 

to Earth making it convenient to get to and 
also the right size for living comfortably. 
 
Mars is a dusty, dry terrestrial planet (like 
Earth) and this means that it is capable of 
having living organisms on it. I wouldn’t 
want to live somewhere that life couldn’t 
survive to the average age of 84 years like on 
Earth.   Earth has dusty dry areas similar to 
Mars on its surface. This makes it possible for 
living things to live on it.  That is proof that 
humans can live on Mars’ surface and grow 
old like on Earth. Being a terrestrial planet 
means the surface is hard and rocky.  It is 
solid enough for living organisms to build and 
live on the surface.  Besides this, there has 
been scientific proof that its surface has rich 
nutrients for crops and plants to survive and 
flourish.  There is evidence salt water once 
covered the surface of the planet much like 
Earth.  There still could be water remaining in 
the soil.  The polar ice caps could also be 
melted and there would be a long lasting 
supply of water. Mars’ landform is ideal for 
sustainable human life on the planet and can 
be built upon successfully. 
 
Mars’ temperature is better than other planets 
and the temperature range is suitable for 
human life. Earth’s deserts are very similar to 
Mars’ dusty surface however our deserts are 
normally very hot or cold.  Mars being further 
away from the sun makes it cooler which 
would be much nicer than the hot temperature 
on Earth in summer! If you were to live on 
Mercury or Venus, the temperature would be 
much too hot as it could be as high as 400 
degrees Celsius.  Living organisms would 
boil. I wouldn’t like that, would you? On 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus or on Neptune, living 
things would freeze. However, on Mars even 
though the temperature is quite cold, humans 
would not freeze. Temperatures on Mars are 
colder than on Earth.  On Earth, summer in 
the Southern hemisphere can reach up to 47 
degrees Celsius whereas on Mars the 
“hottest” temperature in summer was 20 



 

degrees Celsius. However, in winter the 
temperature can get to -125 degrees Celsius 
with the average temperature sitting around -
60 degrees Celsius.  These temperatures 
although really cold are a lot better than 
Mercury, Venus, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus or 
Neptune.  These planets would be much too 
hot or cold. Mars has much better 
temperatures than the other six planets. 
 
To live on Mars some changes of life would 
have to be made to how we live but life would 
be able to be sustained. Wouldn't it be fun 
designing our new lives? Mars has some of 
the necessities needed for life such as soil 
with nutrients, small amounts of water under 
the surface and many other things.  This 
means that human life will be sustained.  The 
other planets don’t have this for life to be 
sustained. Mars has most things that life 
needs for survival such as polar ice caps that 
can be melted for freshwater, soil with 
nutrients and an atmosphere with 2% oxygen 
as well as many other things.  Although the 
gravitational pull is weaker, our body would 
be able to adjust. Until our bodies adjust, 
houses and suits will have to be pressurised. 
Humans will eventually adjust and will be 
able to live life without these items. How 
much fun would it be getting used to this?  
Days on Mars are only an hour longer.  This 
means that human and agricultural life will 
thrive and live because they won’t have not 
too much or too little sunlight. Places near the 
equator on both planets are much warmer than 
the outer areas.  Mars has enough of the vital 
things that humans need to survive and for 
life to be sustained. 
 
Mars is definitely the best place to move if 
Earth was to become uninhabitable. Mars has 
the best temperature compared to all of the 
other planets, most of the needed resources 
for life, the planet is almost the same as 
Earth’s land and it is the perfect size and 
distance away from Earth. The positives 
outweigh the negatives. Mars has the most 

needed resources to sustain human life and it 
is the right planet that we could go to if Earth 
was to become uninhabitable. Mars is the 
most habitable planet besides Earth for human 
survival in our Solar System.  Mars has some 
challenges but presents us with many 
opportunities for a fulfilling life in the future.  
 

 
 

A Superhero 
A	narrative	by	Eliza	Herps	Yr	1	

 
My name is Emily and my superpower is 
flying. I can fly up to the sky and my 
cape is rainbow with silver sparkles. On 
my feet are silver high-heeled boots 
with zips up the side.  
 
I have a dog. The dog’s name is Penny. 
She is black, white and brown. We love 
playing when there are no emergencies. 
Penny’s superpower is flying as well. We 
fly like birds. 
 
One day when I was playing I lost my 
boot. I took off from the ground and 
started flying to look for my boot. I 
was very sad. I flew over my home and 
all I saw was my dog Penny.  
 
Next I searched above the pond but all 
I saw were ducks. I missed my boot a 
lot. Next I checked the garden, but I 
still couldn’t find it….. and then I saw it 
in a bird’s nest.  
 
I grabbed it and put it on. I really 
missed it so I hugged it. But before I 
hugged it I washed it. I thought I 



 

should put a ribbon on it. So I put a red 
ribbon on it so it would not fall off 
again and I was right. 
 
On a windy day I went out. Nothing 
happened. It didn’t even get lost. Now 
Penny and I can go on big missions ! 

 
 

Kidnapped 
A narrative by Miah Hirsch Yr 4 

 
He was walking. Then running. Shots 
fired overhead. Then nothing. 
 
Dylan awoke to an old and raggedy voice 
calling him. It took Dylan a while to realise 
he was not in bed and it was not his 
mother calling him after she missed her 
morning coffee. When he realised this, he 
let out a shriek with all the energy an 11-
year-old boy could muster at 5am - which 
mind you, wasn’t much.  
 
Dylan had heavy chains strapped to his 
ankles and wrists. He also had one 
around his neck, but it was too big and 
digging into his shoulders. With all this 
going on, he had forgotten what woke him 
up in the first place. The old, raggedy 
voice reached him again. This time it was 
more urgent. “Come on boy. Storm wants 
you”.  
The boy replied, “Who’s Storm? Who are 
you? What are you? Where am I?” 
 
“NONE OF YOUR BUSINESS!” yelled the 
voice. “Follow me.”  
 
While all this was happening, Dylan’s 
mind was whirring.  
 
As he followed the lady, he recited his 
plans in his mind. They were: 

1. Knock out the old lady and make a 
run for it. 

2. Earn the man’s trust and then 
convince him to drop him off so he 
could go for a walk but instead call 
the police. 

3. Find a shovel, break the 
floorboards the dig a tunnel out. 
 

His first plan, he decided could get him in 
trouble so that was eliminated. His 
second plan would take too long, so that 
was eliminated as well. That only left his 
third idea, to dig a hole. He decided to 
wait until midnight to proceed.  
 
Throughout the day Dylan was getting 
more and more excited to proceed with 
his plan. His day was full of work, 
paperwork and more work. At last the 
night came. When he heard snoring, he 
set to work.  
 
He used a rusty old shovel to smash out 
some floorboards. Surprisingly, there was 
already a hole there! This took Dylan by 
surprise. He then climbed down a ladder 
into a rank smelling tunnel. The foul 
smelling air invaded his nostrils but with 
every step his courage grew. A light 
flickered overhead and he turned to hear 
footsteps following him. He broke into a 
run. The footsteps got closer and closer 
until a shrill scream exploded in the walls 
behind him.  
 
Dylan was going uphill now. He fell into 
the light. Little did he know another 
surprise awaited him. He collapsed onto 
the hard limestone floor and heard a 
familiar newsreaders voice scream. 
 
Suddenly it came to him that he was on 
Sunrise! He was rushed to the hospital 
and almost had a heart attack. His 
recovery took a few months. Once he had 
recovered he was lying on the couch 
watching the Sunrise newsreaders being 
sacked for playing a part in the 
kidnapping of Dylan Watson.  
 
 
 
 



NUMERACY NOOK IDEAS 
 

Ø Talk about numbers and count things with your child every day. Try this fun activity with cups to practise 
early Maths skills with your child. https://www.learningpotential.gov.au/cups-of-fun 

 
Ø Cooking is great for developing early Maths skills. Talk to your child about shapes, sizes and quantities 

while they watch or help you cook. For example, ‘I need one large carrot and one small potato’ or ‘I am 
cutting our sandwiches in triangles today.’ http://www.learningpotential.gov.au/kids-cooking-its-food-for-
thought  

 
Ø Play ‘shops’ with things from around the house, using shopping bags, old purses or wallets and real or play 

money. http://www.learningpotential.gov.au/kitchen-grocery-game-3 
 
Ø Encourage your child to sort different things by size, shape or colour, like blocks, clothing, toys and pegs. 

Check out Learning Potential for some fun sorting activities you can try with your little one. 
http://www.learningpotential.gov.au/the-sorting-game-2 

 
Ø Playing with puzzles is another great activity that can help your child develop their Maths skills. 

http://www.learningpotential.gov.au/learning-piece-by-piece 
 
Ø Identify shapes in your home. Play a simple game of finding basic shapes around the home, such as 

rectangles in light switches, squares in windowpanes, circles in clocks. Ask your child to explain how they 
distinguishes each shape by their defining features (for instance, a triangle has three connected sides) and 
non-defining features (such as the position or size of the triangle). 

 
Ø Talk about picture placement in a book. When reading a storybook, use spatial language to talk about the 

placement of pictures. Ask related questions such as "Where is the moon? Is it above the tree? Is it under 
the tree?" Or reference sizes by asking, "Is the hippopotamus bigger than the monkey? Which animal is 
bigger? Which animal is smaller?" 

 
Ø Make a map of your home. Practice more spatial language by helping your child make a map of their 

bedroom or the backyard. As they place and space out furniture, windows and cupboards, or gardens, trees 
and bushes, ask questions about where they are located and how close together they are. 

 
 
 

OLOW 2018 GAMES-A-THON 

 SAVE THE DATE! 
 
On Friday 4th May, OLOW will be holding a Games-a-thon. The Games-a-thon is our major 
fundraiser for the year and it promises to be a fun experience for everyone involved.  Our aim is to 
raise $20,000. The money raised will go to purchasing outdoor equipment for the students and the 
resurfacing of the area under the COLA to accommodate a mini basketball/netball court or something 
similar. It will also include the repainting of the handball courts and ground games. 
 
We have representatives from Hockey; AFL; GWS; NSW Rugby Union; Wanderers FC; NRL; NSW 
Cricket; NSW Netball; NSW Baseball attending on the day to run activities for the students. 
  
The students will participate in a variety of events throughout the day at Hunter Field and are asked 
to seek sponsorship from family and friends.  A sponsorship card has been sent home. For every 
$10 donated, the students will get a ticket in the raffle draw. As in previous years, the draw is a 
bonanza of fantastic prizes. Prizes will also be awarded to the grades that raise the most money. 

 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 
Holy Week / Easter Reflection - ‘That We Might Live’: 
 
A huge thank you and congratulations must go to our Year 5 students who helped us reflect on the 
last days of Jesus’ life and rejoice in his Resurrection. Well done to: 
Lucienne Heffernan 
Samuel Thompson 
Taylah Cowley 
Cara Smith 
Heath Murray 
Lincoln Mayer 
Adrianne Moffitt-Bourke 

Asha Morris 
Isabelle Moran 
Taylor Latham 
Ellie Gillett-Moore 
Noah Pascoe 
Brody Green 

Harrison Phillips 
Isabelle Roots 
Breha Pearson 
Mia Kuster 
Isabella Bradley-Labra 
Riley Brown 

 

All the children gave up many break times to rehearse and played their roles very well! They helped 
us to reflect on the true meaning of Easter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Compassion: 
 

We are wanting to finalise our Project 
Compassion donations. If your child has 
collected money for Caritas, could they please 
send in their Project Compassion box by the end 
of the term.  

 
Thank you to the boys in Year 5 who raised money for Project Compassion by hosting a Jelly Bean 
Guessing Competition. A total of $50 was raised. Congratulations to Evan Hotz in Year 4 who had 
the closest guess.    



Day Spa for the Soul: 
 
The Catholic Education Department Parramatta are holding a free Day Spa for the Soul on Thursday 
May 3 from 9:30am - 2:00pm. The day will be held at the Franciscan Shrine of The Holy Innocents, 8 
Greyfriar Place, Kellyville. It is a day to laugh, pray, reflect and take some time out for yourself. 
 
For more information please see the Office for a flyer or one of notices at the entrance to the school. 
 
Parish Sacramental Program: 
 
Our Eucharist and Confirmation Sacramental Programs are as follows: 
 

Eucharist Sacramental Program 

Parent Information Evenings Wednesday 
Thursday 

May 9 
May 10 

7:30pm 
7:30pm 

Enrolment Mass Saturday 
Sunday 

May 12 
May 13 

6:00pm 
8:00am & 9:30am 

Lessons Week 1 - Monday 
Week 2 - Monday 
Week 3 - Monday 

May 21 
May 28 
June 4 

 

Rehearsal Group 1 Wednesday June 20 7:30pm 

Mass Group 1 Sunday June 24 11:30am 

Rehearsal Group 2 Wednesday June 27 7:30pm 

Mass Group 2 Sunday July 1 11:30am 

 

Confirmation Sacramental Program 

Parent Information Evenings Wednesday 
Thursday 

August 1 
August 2 

7:30pm 
7:30pm 

Enrolment Mass Saturday 
Sunday 

August 11 
August 12 

6:00pm 
8:00am & 9:30am 

Lessons Week 1 - Monday 
Week 2 - Monday 
Week 3 - Monday 

August 20 
August 27 
September 3 

 

Rehearsal Monday September 17 7:30pm 

Rite of Confirmation Mass  Wednesday September 19 7:30pm 

 
 
 

LEARNING NEWS 
 
 
 
RECORDER LESSONS FOR KINDERGARTEN IN TERM 2 
Kindergarten students will start recorder lessons in Term 2 and each child 
will need to have their own recorder.  They are available for purchase from 
the office for $10.00 each. 
 

 
 



Our Japanese Visitors 
 

 
 

Day 1 - On Sunday, the 25th March, we welcomed our 20 Japanese student visitors, their Japanese teachers and the 
VSOceania staff to our school.  
 

Each Japanese student was then introduced to their OLOW host families.  
 

A big thank you to our all wonderful host families pictured below with their Japanese visitors. You made it a very special 
week for our visitors. They LOVED their time with you all. 

 
From top right to left - The Eekmans, Wades, Taits, Triggs, Mrs Scott, Sekulics, Bretts, Garrahys and  Ms Corbett & family  
(Taylah )  
 



 
From top right to left - VS Oceania staff and Japanese teachers, The Pascoes, Godfreys, Kings ( Katelyn), Mrs Curry ( Liam 
& Lucy ), The Kings ( Oscar & Archie),  Ms Messina & Mr Di Prinzio ( Emilia ) VS Oceania Staff, Japanese teachers & Mrs 
Schafer, and  the Troitsins.  
 
 
Days 2 & 3  -  Monday 26th March & Tuesday 27th March - 
Our Japanese visitors had English lessons with their VS Oceania English teacher, Mr Richard Trehy, in the first and second 
sessions of the day and in the afternoons they joined with Stage 3 for Numeracy and PBL. (Project Based Learning ).  
 
The Japanese students thoroughly enjoyed the very different style of cooperative, investigative learning in our Australian 
OLOW classroom. One of the Japanese teachers commented how wonderful it all was and how much the children were 
learning and enjoying their learning. She wished they had similar opportunities in Japan.  
 
Thank you to our Stage 3 teachers, Ms Reynolds, Mr Chapman, Ms Vella, Ms Coutinho and Mrs Mathison who 
incorporated them so beautifully into their classes and thank you to our Stage 3 children and buddies for making the 
students so welcome.  
 
The Japanese students’ buddies would pick them up from the classroom at break times, take them out to eat lunch with 
them and join in their games. Soccer and Footy out the back with Stage 3 were greatly enjoyed by Japanese and OLOW 
students alike. 



 
 

 
 
Day 3 - Wednesday 28th March.  
Our Japanese visitors went on a trip into Sydney to see the sights and to Macquarie University for the day with their 
teachers and the Oceania staff. They had an interesting day and were very excited to see some of Sydney’s iconic 
landmarks in person - the Harbour Bridge and the Opera House.  
 
Day 4 - Thursday 29th March 
This was our Japanese visitors’ last day at OLOW and what a great day it was. The day began as usual with English 
lessons in the first and middle sessions. Then in our last session our Japanese visitors had a Japanese Culture 
presentation and interactive workshops with Stage 3 and all the host family children from other grades too. Some of our 
host parents were able to be there too and we thank them very much for coming. 
 
Our Japanese visitors had been working hard back in their school in Japan, and in their English classes all week here at 
OLOW, to be ready to do their presentation speeches in English to Stage 3 and the host family children and then to coach a 
group of students in a cultural activity. 
 
Here’s what our wonderful afternoon together looked like - 
 
Japanese Students talk to Stage 3 and host family children about various Japanese cultural activities including - Traditional 
Sports - Sumo, Anime - animated characters such as Totoro and Doraemon, Origami, Japanese Calligraphy and Kendama. 
 

 
 
Pictured are our Japanese visitors explaining about animated movie character, Totoro and Japanese animation 



Next we had workshops with each Japanese student taking a small group of Stage 3 and host family children. 
 

Origami - Japanese Paper Folding – 

 
 

Japanese Calligraphy - Writing characters with brush and ink. 
 

 



Kendama - Traditional Toy - Wooden Ball on a string with handle- Catch and Toss Game of Skill. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Finally we had the presentation of certificates to our Japanese students for the completion of their English course 
here at OLOW and the exchange of gifts between schools (5 Kendama toys for OLOW and an Australian National 
Geographic Photography Book of Australian Animals for the Japanese School) and from OLOW buddies to their 
Japanese Buddies. (An Australian flag shopping bag and a kangaroo or koala clip.) 
 

 
 

Thank you to our Japanese student visitors, their Japanese teachers and to the VS Oceania staff, to our wonderful 
host families and to all who assisted with the Japanese Presentation afternoon especially our Stage 3 teachers- Ms 
Reynolds, Mr Chapman, Ms Vella, Ms Coutinho, Mrs Mathison (photography and set up) and to Mrs Storr, Mrs 
Eekman, Mrs Curry, Mrs Scott, Ms Mizzi and Mrs Veling.  
 
Without you all, this visit would not have been such a great success. 
 
Arigatou Gozaimashita - Thank you so very much,    
 

Mrs Filan- Schafer. 
 

GENERAL NEWS 
 
SCHOOL FEES 
If you have not yet received your statement, please contact me on 4777 7200 to arrange for a copy to be sent home.  
  
Please be advised that unless alternative arrangements have been made regarding the payment of your account it will be 
assumed that full payment will be made on or before the due date. Fees are payable in accordance with the Diocesan 
School Fees Policy which states “all fees are due and payable within 30 days of the date the school account statement is 
issued”.  Outstanding accounts will be forwarded to Catholic Education Diocese, Parramatta, for actioning. 
 
Catholic Education Diocese, Parramatta, is committed to supporting families experiencing genuine financial hardship.  If 
you are having difficulties with the payment of your school fees, you are encouraged to contact the school office to arrange 
an appointment with the Principal. Your situation will be treated with care and confidentiality and an appropriate payment 
arrangement will be made for you.  Please note that as part of this process you may be required to complete a Statement of 
Financial Position so that the school is aware of your current financial situation.  Please be assured of complete 
confidentiality with regards to any information you are asked to provide. 
 
Pascale Vion 
Senior Finance Officer 


