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òTo act justly, To love tenderly and To walk humbly with our Godó 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

10th May 2018 

DIARY DATES 
 
 

 

Thursday 10 May 

Year 6 in Canberra 
 

Eucharist Parent 
Information Meeting, 

7.30pm 
 

Friday 11 May 

Year 6 in Canberra 
 

Sat/Sun 12/13 May 

Eucharist Enrolment 
Mass 

 

Sunday 13 May 

Mothersô Day 
 

Tues-Thurs 15-17 May 

NAPLAN Yrs 3 & 5 
 

Thursday 24 May 

Our Lady Help of 
Christians Feast Day 

Mass 
 

Friday 25 May 

DISCO 
 

Wednesday 30 May 

School Photo Day 
Winter Uniforms 

 

Friday 8 June 

Yrs 1 & 6 to  
Parish Mass 

 

Monday 11 June 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 

Wednesday 13 June 

Kinder & Yr 5 to  
Parish Mass 

 

Monday 18 June 

Athletics Carnival 
 

Wednesday 20th June 

Reports sent home  
 

Eucharist Rehearsal, 
Group 1 

 

Sunday 24 June 

First Holy Communion 
Mass, Group 1 

 

Mon 25 June-Thurs 5 
July 

Parent/Teacher/ 
Student Led 
Conferences 

 

Wednesday 27 June 

Eucharist Rehearsal 
Group 2, 7.30pm 

 

Sunday 1 July 

First Holy Communion 
Mass, Group 2 

 

Thursday 5 July 

Last day for students 
 

Friday 6 July 

PUPIL FREE DAY 
 

Monday 23 July 

Term 2 begins 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students & Friends, 
  

ά²ƘŜƴ we are open to DƻŘΩǎ grace, even the impossible becomes ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ  
Pope Francis 

 
Welcome back to school for Term 2. We have an exciting term ahead of us for all students 
and their families. Last week we had our wonderful Games-a-thon; next week our Year 3 
and 5 students will be participating in NAPLAN and all students will attend the ΨtƻǿŜǊ of hƴŜΩ Anti Bullying 
Workshops.  
 
This week our Year 6 students will be attending their overnight Canberra Camp excursion. On 20th June you 
will receive your ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ (new look) first semester report and will again have the opportunity to meet with 
teachers to discuss your ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ learning.  
 
Of course, there will be many sporting opportunities and our Athletics Carnival. I encourage you to come 
along and enjoy your ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ learning and the many activities and Celebration of Learning sessions that will 
be offered throughout the term - the children love welcoming you into their classrooms and having you 
join them at carnivals, excursions, incursions and workshops. 

 
Thank you to all our parents, teachers and students who represented our school 
at the Emu Plains ANZAC Day ceremony on 25th April. Our school marched under 
the OLOW banner and placed a wreath at the Cenotaph. 
 
A special mention to Mrs Day for 
coordinating our ANZAC Day 
reflective prayer last week. Our 
students respectfully and reverently 
participated in this significant 
ceremony with parents and staff. 

Thank you to all involved and those who attended. During the 
ceremony, we remembered all those who died defending our 
country during the wars that Australia has been involved in this century.  

 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning. 

We will remember them. 

 
 
During the week we celebrated Administrative tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΩ Day. I wish to extend our sincere thank you 
and appreciation to our fantastic secretarial staff - Mrs Irvine, Ms Vion and Mrs Zarlenga.  We value and 
are grateful for their efficiency, skills, use of technology, public relations, care for the children and 
generosity of time. So much of their work is behind the scenes but is an essential element to the success of 
our school. Their attention to detail, care for the children, welcoming manner and expertise in all aspects 
of their work is to be congratulated. From all of us, we say Thank You.   
 
God Bless,  
Mrs Sue Veling 
Principal  
 

MASS TIMES:  Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, Sunday 8.00am and 9.30am.  All welcome! 
 

 

 

mailto:OLOW@parra.catholic.edu.au


 

OUR LADY OF THE WAY MISSION STATEMENT 
 

/ÕÒ ,ÁÄÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÁÙ ÉÓ Á #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȟ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÎÕÒÔÕÒÅ Á ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÒË ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ Á 
ÓÁÆÅȟ ÈÁÐÐÙȟ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÉÔÈȤÃÅÎÔÒÅÄ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȢ 

 

 
REMEMBRANCE WALL PLAQUES  
You can still be part of our ANZAC Remembrance Wall. Plaques can be purchased and inscribed for $50. One hundred and 
fifty bricks are available in total. Please contact Mrs Irvine at the office or Carolyn & Paul Burton for details.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR AWARD RECIPIENTS FOR TERM 1 WEEKS 10 & 11, TERM 2 WEEK 1 

Macy Warbrick, Logan Bishop, Ivy Hayward, Bryson Miles, Rohan Sykes, Max Tuisovivi, Joey El-Sissa, Summer 
Stansfield, Elara Layton, Thomas Sheen, Jewel Bahlman, Ruby Johnson, Eli Hernandez-Milsom, Jack Sikic, Declan 
Casey, Carter Benitez, Mario Della Scala, Amity Houlihan, Maya Deacon-Chilmaid, Cara Smith, Keira Blazek, 
Phoebe Kruzic, Madeline Wade, Sienna Gahagan, Seth Fullam, Maison Still, Hunter Middleton, Amelia Hennessy, 
Ruby Neeves, Ruby Trad, Edward Whylie, Audrey Edwards, Cody Thompson, Ava Jones, Roman Belcastro, Jye 
Walsh, Olivia Walker, Nina McKeown, Emily McDonald, Maddison Prendergast, Will Elford, Holly Rech, Jarrod 
Partlett, Addy Moffitt -Bourke, Holly Clark, Lucienne Heffernan, Milli Storek, Ben Garrahy, Kieran Smith, Lucas 
Woods, Indiana Shatford, Memphis Cross, Ben Prendergast, Daniel Yalden, Rowen Astridge, Ava Dyrka, Sarah 
Fenning, Koby-Lee Edwards, Adele Crook, Remy Cross, Jake Callaghan, Mackenzie Degnan, Margaret Cremen, 
Nikayla Pusko, Jai Noronha, Thomas Reeks, Lucas Latty, Pierce Lucas, Tianna Stansfield, Breha Pearson, Kate 
Roser, Ethan Houlihan, Bailey Grima, Taj Le Breton. 
 
CHROMEBOOKS ENHANCING LEARNING AT OLOW 

At the end of 2017 many of our Apple Notebook computers had passed their use-by-dates and needed to be 
replaced.  
 
In 2018, we received an allocation of 100 Chromebooks - (60 from CEDP & 40 purchased by the school) to 
replace and top up our technology. These have been distributed to our students, which means that more 
students in Years 2-6 have access to technology at one time. Students and teachers can now better utilise 
Google Classroom allowing students to have access to work both at home and at school.  
 
PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE SKOOLBAG APP 

Skoolbag is a free app that can be downloaded to your phone, iPad and computer as a form of communication 
with the school. Skoolbag IS NOT a social media app. It is available from iTunes and Google Play. Just search for 
OLOW Emu Plains and you will see our school crest. All school notes and newsletters are updated onto this site 
and you will receive an alert when something is uploaded or there is an important or urgent announcement.  
 
 
 
 
 



NAPLAN 2018 

National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) testing will be conducted at Our Lady of the 
Way from May 15-17, 2018 for students in Years 3 & 5. All tests will be pen & paper. Online testing for Catholic 
schools in the Parramatta Diocese will begin in 2019. 
 

 Tuesday 15th May Wednesday 16th May Thursday 17th May 

Year 3 *  Language Conventions 
(40 minutes) 
*  Writing 
(40 minutes) 

*  Reading 
(45 minutes) 

*  Numeracy 
(45 minutes) 

Year 5 *  Language Conventions 
(40 minutes) 
*  Writing 
(40 minutes) 

*  Reading 
(50 minutes) 

*  Numeracy 
(50 minutes) 

If you have any concerns about your child sitting the NAPLAN testing, please speak with Mrs Veling. 
 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2019 KINDERGARTEN 
Enrolment packs are available to those families who intend to enrol any siblings of students already at Our Lady of the Way 
for Kindergarten in 2019. Please collect these packs from the office and return as soon as possible as this information will 

assist us in preparing for next yearôs intake of students. Interviews have already commenced. 

 
MOTHERSô DAY PRAYER & DEVONSHIRE TEA ð WEDNESDAY 9th MAY  

We had over 250 mothers, grandmothers and carers attend our 2018 aƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ Day Celebration. Our beautiful 
prayer led by Kindergarten was followed by a delicious Devonshire Tea served by students from McCarthy 
College.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
YEAR 6 CANBERRA OVERNIGHT EXCURSION 

Our Year 6 students are off for their annual visit to the ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ capital ς Canberra - on Thursday 10th & Friday 
11th May.  We are very lucky to have Emma Husar MP for Lindsay who will meet the students at Parliament 
House and present them with two new flags (Australian & Aboriginal).  
 
WINTER UNIFORM  
There is a two-week change over for students to wear their winter uniform. By Monday 14th May all children will be 
expected to wear their full winter uniform. The correct uniform should be worn at all times in order to maintain high 
expectations. If, for any reason, a child is unable to wear any part of the correct uniform, a note should be sent to 
the ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ teacher. The school hat is an essential and compulsory item of the school uniform worn throughout the 
year. For a full list of school uniform requirements, please refer to our School Website or the 2018 Parent Handbook. 

 

ATTENDANCE - EVERY LEARNER - EVERY DAY 



At Our Lady of the Way, we continue to promote student attendance. Thank you to our parents for the support 

and value that you place on your child being at school each day. Regular school attendance plays a critical role in 

ensuring that every student has access to the same learning opportunities. When students are not at school, are 

late to school or leave school early, they are missing out on so much that can impact on their future learning.  

Our school average this week is 86.2%, which is significantly below 

the CEDP target of 90%. Congratulations to Kindergarten, Year 4 

and Year 6 who have again shown excellent attendance. We love 

seeing all our students at school!  

Absence Explanation Note: If your child is away from school, a note 

explaining their absence is required within 7 days of returning to 

school. If no note is received the absence is recorded as 

ΨǳƴŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΩΦ Parents can use the Skoolbag app to email an absence note to school.  

¢I9 /h[[9/¢Lhb ½hb9 !¢ h[h² L{ bh² ht9bΦ 
Our Lady of the Way School has joined forces with the Return & Earn Container Collection 
at Blacktown and has been asked to participate in the Ψ{ŎǊŀǇ for {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ Program. 
This means we have been able to secure the school as a drop off and pick up point for 
recyclables. The school will have an account with the Blacktown collection point and all 
funds generated from recyclables collected from our school or dropped off by families at 
their facilities, will be paid into our account.  
 
 

DEVELOPING A GROWTH MINDSET 
Research shows that parents can have a powerful impact on their childrenôs mindset. The language 
you use and the actions you take show your children what you expect. Giving process praise, talking 
about the brain, accepting mistakes as learning opportunities, and understanding the role of emotions 
in learning are all practices you can begin today. 

 
Say This, Not That  
The way you praise your children can have a profound impact on their mindset. Research on praise and mindsets 
show that when we praise children for being smart, it promotes a fixed mindset. It sends a message that their 
accomplishments are trait-based and tied to something innate. In contrast, praising kids for working hard 
promotes a growth mindset. It sends a message that the childôs effort is what led them to success.  

 
 
 
Talk  About  the Brain  
The brain is far more malleable than we once thought. 
Teaching our kids that they actually have control over 
growing their brains through the actions they take is 
empowering! Tell your children that when they work hard, 
thatôs the feeling of their neurons connecting. The 
dendrites are reaching out to other dendrites, trying to 
connect to make a stronger brain. What strengthens those 
connections is practice, asking questions, and actively 
participating in learning. When children learn that their 
brains physically change with effort, it leads to increased 
motivation and achievement.  
 
Accept Mistakes  as Learning  Opportunities  

One of the best ways you can model a growth mindset is to speak candidly about the mistakes youôve made, 
and what youôve learned from them. Speak positively about your mistakes and struggles, and this will show your 



children that taking risks and making mistakes are a natural part of the learning process. Explain to your children 
that trying hard things is what helps us grow, and you canôt be perfect when you try something hard! 
 

Understand  the Role of Emotions  in  Learning  
When we get angry, scared, or feel threatened, our fight or flight response is activated. This can happen anytime, 
whether weôre scared of a spider or scared of math! Our brains are wired to protect us when we feel threatened, 
and stress symptoms such as sweating, stomach cramps and your mind going blank, are completely normal. 
There are strategies we can use when the fight or flight response tries to take over, to help us learn. One of 
those strategies is called Square Breathing and it helps to break down the adrenaline that is flooding the 
bloodstream and preventing learning from occurring. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DIOCESAN CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL 
Congratulations to the following students who represented our school at the Diocesan 
Cross Country Carnival held last week. They were great sports and all tried very hard, 
with many achieving personal bests.   
 
Cooper Bahlmann, Jacob Bennett, Mikayla Blazek, Millie Brace, Eden Chapman, Milaya 
Cleary, Jessica Crambrook, Noah Downey, Luke Durham, William Elford, Jade Elford, 
Sienna Footman, Sienna Gahagan, Mark Gardiner, Abby Godwin, Ava Grech, Zoe Grech, 
Emma-Lee Haines, Cooper Hartstonge, Alex Hayward, Sebastian Hayward, Lucienne 
Heffernan, Cooper Hegarty, Bailey Houlihan, Leilahni Isaia, Archie King, Phoebe Kruzic, 
Edward Lennon, Zac Levy, Alyssa McDonald, Kees Muller, Rory Muller, Harry Phillips, Zac 
Phillips, Archie Prendergast, Tiara Raukawa, Chloe Riley, Isabelle Roots, Tianna 
Stansfield, Benny Tabor, Dominic Vella, Sophie Wade, Madeline Wade, Darby Weber, 
Toby Witjes. 
 
Congratulations to Jade, Edward, Sienna G, Jacob, Zoe and Tiare who have made it into 
the MacKillop Cross Country Team and will compete on June 15th. A special mention of thanks, to Lucie McIntosh from 
Year 6 who joined the team as a guide runner.  

 

STUDENTS USING OPAL CARDS ON THE BUS 
Our school bus provider Blue Mountains Transit, has some concerns regarding the 
current use of Student Opal Cards. One of the more significant changes created by 
the introduction of the Student Opal Card is the requirement for all students to ΨǘŀǇ 
ƻƴΩ and ΨǘŀǇ ƻŦŦΩ when travelling to and from school on any school bus boarded in 
the course of their journey. 
  
Opal data gathered by ΨǘŀǇ ƻƴΩ and ΨǘŀǇ ƻŦŦΩ is used to determine the demand for 
bus services.  If students ŘƻƴΩǘ ΨǘŀǇ ƻƴΩ and ΨǘŀǇ ƻŦŦΩΣ lack of perceived patronage will 

lead to a review of the level of services provided to our school. 
  
With this in mind, your assistance is required in reminding your children that tapping on and tapping off correctly is one of 
the conditions of using the Student Opal Card. 
  



NUMERACY NOOK IDEAS 
Throughout 2018, our school numeracy goal is for every student to show evidence of using efficient strategies when solving 
Multiplication and Division problems.  
 

MAI (Mathematical  Assessment  Interview)  Growth  Points  
ω  The Growth Point Framework originated from the Early Numeracy Research Project as a way to describe the path that 

children take on their way to mathematical understanding. 
ω  Growth points are not necessarily hierarchical, but involve increasingly complex reasoning and understanding 

Growth  Points  Descriptors  
Multiplication  & Division  

Growth  Point  Descriptor  
0 Not apparent Not yet able to create and count the total of several small 

groups. 

1 Counting group items as ones To find the total in a multiple group situation, refers to 
individual items only. 

2 Modelling multiplication and 
division (all objects perceived) 

Models all objects to solve multiplicative and sharing situations. 

3 Partial modelling multiplication 
and division (some objects 
perceived) 

Solves multiplication and division problems where objects are 
not all modelled or perceived. 
 

4 Abstracting multiplication and 
division (no objects perceived) 

Solves multiplication and division problems where objects are 
not modelled or perceived. 

5 Basic derived and intuitive 
strategies for multiplication 

Can solve a range of multiplication problems using strategies 
such as commutatively and building up from known facts. 

6 Basic, derived and intuitive 
strategies for division 

Can solve a range of division problems using strategies such 
as fact families and building up from known facts. 

7 Extending and applying 
multiplication and division 

Can solve a range of multiplication and division problems 
(including multi-digit numbers) in practical contexts. 

8 Extending and applying 
multiplication and division  

Fractions and decimals 

 

Ideas for Home Activities 

How  Many  Do I Need?  
Growth Point 3 focus 

Equipment:  
- 2 Dice of different colours (6 or 10 sided depending on ability of child) 
- Counters or tiles (or draw them)  
 
Instructions 
1. In pairs, one partner (the creator) rolls two dice. The roll of one dice (e.g. black) 
determines the number of rows, and the roll of the other die (e.g. green) the number in each row. 
2. The creator uses tiles to make the top row and one column of the partial rectangular 
array. 
3. The other partner (thinker) verbalises the number of rows and number of tiles/ 
counters in each row as a fact (e.g. 3 X 6). 
4. The thinker works out the total amount of tiles needed to make the complete array and explains how they 
worked it out and records it in some way. (The generator uses tiles to check if needed). 
5. They then swap roles and repeat the activity. 
6. Record the number of tiles needed for each turn. The person at the end of 3 games who created a partial array 
with the most tiles wins. 
Possible questions 



¶ What number sentence would match your partial array? How do you know? 

¶ How did you work out how many tiles you would need to build the whole array?  

¶ What is a word story that could match your number sentence?  

Coin  Toss  
 
Growth Point 4 focus 

*Working in Pairs 
 
Equipment: 
- 2 x 1-10 Dice or number cards  
- one coin 
- calculator 
 
Instructions 
1. Partner 1 rolls two dice e.g. rolls a 6 and an 8. 
2. Toss the coin ς Tails = division question; Heads = multiplication question.  
3. Use the numbers rolled to make an appropriate number sentence. 

- Toss Heads: number sentence could be either 6 X 8 = 48 or 8 X 6 = 48. 
- Toss Tails: number sentence could be either 48 ÷ 6 = 8 or 48 ÷ 8 = 6. 
 

4. Partner 2 checks with the calculator and student scores one point if correct. 
5. Partner 2 writes a word problem that matches their number sentence. 

 

Multiplication  & Division  Online  Games  
 
Pobble Array Series: 
Children are introduced to the shift from additive to multiplicative thinking. The use of the array model of equal 
rows and equal columns allows the exploration of factors and multiples, and the associated number properties 
that underline effective multiplicative strategies. 
 

- Pobble Arrays - Make multiples 
-  

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L2056/index.html 
 

- Pobble Arrays - Find two factors 
-  

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L2056/index.html 

 
Divide It Up Series: 
Children are encouraged to think multiplicatively to solve division problems. The learning objects involve sharing 
division and grouping division in different contexts. 
 

- Divide it up - Grouping tool 
-  

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L2810/index.html 
 

- Divide it up ς Puppies 
-  

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L2808/index.html 
 

- Divide it up ς Kittens 
-  

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L2812/index.html 
 
 

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L2056/index.html
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L2056/index.html
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L2810/index.html
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L2808/index.html
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L2812/index.html


 
 

OLOW 2018 GAMES-A-THON 

TARGET $20,000 

 

Our GAMES-A-THON was held last Friday. It was a wonderful experience, with children participating 
in activities organised by representatives from NSW Hockey; AFL- GWS; NSW Rugby Union; 
Wanderers FC; NRL; NSW Cricket; NSW Netball; NSW Baseball. 
 
We wish to formally thank Miss Reynolds and Mrs Irvine for their exemplary organisation skills in 
running with the initial idea and making it so successful. A very big thank you to all the parents and 
relatives that helped out on the day in so many ways. We cannot do these activities without your 
support. To the wonderful staff who are always so supportive and skilled; and to all our students for 
having a positive mindset and a óhave-a-goô attitude. All the sporting codes commented on the fantastic 
behaviour and attitude on our children. 
 
The Games-a-thon is our major fundraiser for the year.  Our aim is to raise $20,000. The money raised 
will go to purchasing outdoor equipment for the students and the resurfacing of the area under the 
COLA. It will also include the repainting of the handball courts and ground games. 
  

For every $10 donated, the students will receive a ticket in the raffle. The draw will take place on Friday 
18th May. There is a bonanza of fantastic prizes to be won. Prizes will also be awarded to the grades 

that raise the most money.  

 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 

Term 2 Week  2 
 

At the end of last term, I was fortunate enough to attend the three day Positive Education Schools Association (PESA) 

Annual Conference held this year at Geelong Grammar. The theme of the conference was CONNECT. This theme 

permeated all of the keynote addresses, masterclasses and workshops with the importance of relationships and connections 

being key to a person's well-being and ability to flourish. I attended a masterclass with Toni Powell who spoke about 

relationships. Relationships are key to well-being. As humans we need and thrive on positive connections with others. Toni 

spoke on the importance of building relationships through a strengths based approach rather than a deficit model. She urged 

us to find the strengths of those we are trying to build a relationship with rather than criticizing what they cannot or do. We 

are challenged to think about how we speak and act with our children and students, our colleagues and our partners. Do we 

encourage and connect through strengths or do we spend more time looking at what they canôt do? We are building a 

relationship with those around us everyday. When building a relationship with those closest to us, what we do and say 

comes from a place of love.  

ñPeople can be created or destroyed by wordsò Toni Powell 

 

 

 

Emma Mizzi 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 

Feast of Mary Help of Christians: 
 

 

On May 24 we celebrate the Feast of Mary Help of Christians, the Patroness of 
Australia. On this day we also celebrate our school feast day and honour the 
patronage of Mary to our school community. 
 

We will begin our day by celebrating Mass at 9:15am. Throughout the day the 
grades will take part in different activities focused on Mary, join with buddy 
classes and enjoy a treat provided by the school. We would like to focus on the 
concept of óhelpô and óhelperô on this day. You are very welcome to join us for the 
celebration of Mass.  
 

 

 

 

Mothersô Day Liturgy: 
 

It was wonderful to see so many mothers and grandmothers at our Mothersô Day 
liturgy on Wednesday morning. A special thanks to the Kindergarten team for their 
preparation of the liturgy and to the children of the Infants Choir, Year 5 and of course 
the beautiful Kindergarten children for helping to make the liturgy so special. From all 
of us at OLOW we wish our mothers and grandmothers a very Happy Mothersô Day!  
 

Grade Mass and Reconciliation Dates: 
 

You are very welcome to join the children as they celebrate the Sacraments this term. Dates are as 
follows: 
 

WEEK SACRAMENT DATE TIME 

Week 4 Year 5 Reconciliation Wednesday, May 23 10:00am 

Week 5 Year 6 Reconciliation Thursday, May 31 10:00am 

 

Week 6 

Year 4 Reconciliation Wednesday, June 6 10:00am 

Year 3 Reconciliation Thursday, June 7 10:00am 

Year 1 & Year 6 Parish Mass Friday, June 8 9:00am 

Week 7 Kindergarten & Year 5 Parish Mass Wednesday, June 13 9:00am 

 

 

** Years 2, 3 and 4 celebrated a lovely Mass together this morning  
 

 

 

 

  



Parish Sacramental Program: 
 

Our Eucharist and Confirmation Sacramental Programs are as follows: 
 

Eucharist  Sacramental  Program  

Parent Information Evenings Wednesday 
Thursday 

May 9 
May 10 

7:30pm 
7:30pm 

Enrolment Mass Saturday 
Sunday 

May 12 
May 13 

6:00pm 
8:00am & 9:30am 

Lessons Week 1 - Monday 
Week 2 - Monday 
Week 3 - Monday 

May 21 
May 28 
June 4 

 

Rehearsal Group 1 Wednesday June 20 7:30pm 

Mass Group 1 Sunday June 24 11:30am 

Rehearsal Group 2 Wednesday June 27 7:30pm 

Mass Group 2 Sunday July 1 11:30am 

 

Confirmation  Sacramental  Program  

Parent Information Evenings Wednesday 
Thursday 

August 1 
August 2 

7:30pm 
7:30pm 

Enrolment Mass Saturday 
Sunday 

August 11 
August 12 

6:00pm 
8:00am & 9:30am 

Lessons Week 1 - Monday 
Week 2 - Monday 
Week 3 - Monday 

August 20 
August 27 
September 3 

 

Rehearsal Monday September 17 7:30pm 

Rite of Confirmation Mass  Wednesday September 19 7:30pm 

 

Carole Day 

Religious Education Coordinator 
  



LEARNING NEWS 
 

YEAR 3 REFLECT ON HOLY WEEK 
 
The Year 3 students were asked to write about an event in Holy Week from the point of view of a local 
bystander. Their teachers were very impressed with both their writing and their deep thinking. 
 
Jacinta 
I was walking over some hills trying to find a spot where I could think, when I noticed a crowd of people lying 
beneath a tree. I went up for a closer look, then I climbed a tree and saw the disciples. I was so amazed that I 
tumbled back down the hill. Finally, I went back to peer at the disciples again.  
 
Suddenly I saw a movement. I followed it remembering that this was The Garden of Gethsemane where there 
were a lot of olive trees. As I got closer I heard ñOh my Father, my Godò. I didnôt question it, thinking that I had 
heard incorrectly. Then I went around the other side l and saw that it was Jesus. I ran to him, thinking about 
what I would say.  
 
STUMBLE! I had tripped over because I was running too fast. Suddenly a bright light caught my eye. Some 
guards had arrived with Judas. I wondered why he wasnôt with the others, waiting for Jesus. A wave of 
questions flooded my head and I decided to hide from the guards.  
 
The guards came and arrested Jesus. My heart was beating like I had been on a long run. I wanted to save 
Jesus but He said ñGod wants me to do thisò. 
 
I went back to my hiding spot, not to think but to pray. 
 

Harry 
One morning when everyone was sleepingé.. ñThe Son of God, the King is hereò, shouted the guards. 
 
I raced downstairs to see Jesus riding a donkey. I was confused because Jesus was meant to be riding silver 
horses with dashing armour. As he went past I thought that he wasnôt Jesus because he certainly didnôt look 
like the Son of God, the King. Maybe I just didnôt see him properly. 
 
The next day Jesus died on a cross with two robbers beside him. They treated Jesus as if He had broken the 
law! Then they buried Jesus in a tomb. 
 
Two days passed and the guards were sitting outside Jesusô tomb. The tomb door opened and there was an 
angel nearby. The guards ran away as fast as they could. Some women came and noticed that Jesus was 
gone and they wondered if Jesus was alive.  
 
Later that day I told everyone that Jesus had risen from the dead. 
 
Charlotte 
On Easter Sunday when Mary, the mother of Jesus and Mary Magdalene went to the tomb I followed them. 
When I saw the tomb I stopped because I knew I was going to feel scared. I had not met Jesus before and I 
said to the others, ñYou go on without meò. So they did and I stood there watching them go off without me. 
 
Then Mary went in and came back out again quickly. She said, ñHeôs not there! An angel said that He has 
risen from the dead so spread the wordò. 
 
So that is exactly what we did.  
 



 


